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Seminar 29:  Let‘s talk...

Phrasal Verbs

+ 



Welcome 
back!!!



1.  Relevant Expressions, Verbs & Vocabulary (REVV!)
2.  Important Grammar:  Phrasal Verbs
3.  Precise Pronunciation:  Consonant: CC & Sentence stress 
4.  F.A.C.E. = False Friends & Avoiding Common Errors!
5.  Most common questions – Can you answer them?

OVERVIEW:
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How do you define success?



Success & Ways of Living

= achieving a state of well-being,
satisfaction, or accomplishment that aligns

with one's personal values and goals

How do you define success?
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Money, influence, power, freedom, peace,
creative expression, fame, romance?

How do you measure success?



"Success is no accident. It is
hard work, perseverance,

learning, studying, sacrifice
and most of all, love of what

you are doing." 

— Pele 

"El éxito no es casualidad. Es trabajo duro,
perseverancia, aprendizaje, estudio,

sacrificio y sobre todo, amor por lo que
haces."
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"He fallado más de 9.000 tiros en mi carrera
He perdido casi 300 partidos

26 veces me han confiado el tiro ganador... y he fallado
He fallado una y otra vez en mi vida

y es por eso que tengo éxito."
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REVV                 TIME: 

Relevant 
Expressions, 

Verbs
& 

Vocabulary
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Purpose and Meaning 
Resilience and Adaptability

Work-Life Balance
Financial Stability

Health and Well-being

Propósito y significado
Resiliencia y adaptabilidad
Equilibrio entre vida laboral y personal
Estabilidad financiera
Salud y bienestar

Contributing Elements
SUCCESS & LIFESTYLE SATISFACTION
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Contributing Elements
SUCCESS & LIFESTYLE SATISFACTION
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Potential
Dream

Goal
Objective

Motivation
Inspiration

Challenge
Effort

Skills /Abilities
Failure

Achievement

Potencial
Sueño
Objetivo
Objetivo
Motivación
Inspiración
Reto/Desafío
Esfuerzo
Habilidades
Fracaso
Logro

Basic Terms

Lifestyle
Active

Busy
Simple

Healthy
Balanced

Estilo de vida
Activo
Ocupado
Sencillo
Saludable
Equilibrado

SUCCESS WAYS OF LIVING
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keys to success
secrets to success

measure of success
performance

passion 
KPI = key performance indicators

claves del éxito
secretos del éxito
medida del éxito
rendimiento
pasión
KPI = indicadores clave de rendimiento

Basic Terms
INDICATORS
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define success
have potential /reach your potential

have a dream / follow your dream
have/find the motivation

have/find inspiration
have/develop the skills
set a goal / reach a goal

make/show an effort
have/meet/overcome a challenge

have success at
be successful at

be an achievement
make it

do it

definir el éxito
tener potencial / alcanzar tu potencial
tener un sueño / seguir tu sueño
tener/encontrar la motivación
tener/encontrar inspiración
tener/desarrollar las habilidades
establecer una meta / alcanzar una meta
hacer/demonstrar un esfuerzo
tener/afrontar/superar un reto/desafío 
tener éxito en
tener éxito en
ser un logro
llegar, conseguirlo
hacerlo, conseguirlo

Verbs - Success
VERBS:  To...
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Verbs - Ways of living

live a simple life / live simply
live a healthy life/ live healthily

have a busy life / be busy
have balanced life / find balance

have an active life / be active

vivir una vida sencilla / vivir con sencillez
llevar una vida sana
tener una vida ocupada / estar ocupado
tener una vida equilibrada / encontrar el equilibrio
tener una vida activa / ser activo

VERBS:  To...
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Expressing Focus & Value

Verbs 

She aims at becoming a leader in her field.
Success often allows people to pursue their dreams freely.
Successful people often spend time reflecting on their goals.
It’s important to prioritize your health while working towards success.
He chose to pursue his passion for music despite the challenges.
She learned to value her time and focus on her priorities.

aim (at/to)
allow
spend time
prioritize
pursue
value 

VERBS:  To...

Su objetivo es convertirse en una líder en su campo.
El éxito a menudo permite a las personas perseguir sus sueños libremente.
Las personas exitosas suelen dedicar tiempo a reflexionar sobre sus objetivos.
Es importante priorizar la salud mientras se trabaja para alcanzar el éxito.
Eligió seguir su pasión por la música a pesar de los desafíos.
Aprendió a valorar su tiempo y a centrarse en sus prioridades.
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Describing  Motivation/Inspiration

Verbs 

She was inspired by the resilience of her mentor.
He was motivated by the desire to create a better future for his family.
Her actions were driven by a deep passion for helping others.
Teaching others can be a truly fulfilling career path.
He enjoys solving complex problems and finding innovative solutions.

be inspired (by)
be motivated (by)
be driven (by)
be fulfilling
enjoy

VERBS:  To...

Se sintió inspirada por la resiliencia de su mentor.
Lo motivó el deseo de crear un futuro mejor para su familia.
Sus acciones estaban impulsadas por una profunda pasión por ayudar a los demás.
Enseñar a otros puede ser una carrera profesional verdaderamente satisfactoria.
Disfruta resolviendo problemas complejos y encontrando soluciones innovadoras.
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Verbs 

Each team member needs to contribute their best efforts to the project.
Success often depends on both hard work and a bit of luck.
Achieving success can sometimes rely on building strong networks.
Your success should not be defined by other people’s standards.
In some cultures, success is measured by material wealth, while in
others it’s about relationships.

contribute
depend (on)
rely (on)
be defined (by)
be measured (by)

VERBS:  To...

Cada miembro del equipo debe contribuir con su máximo esfuerzo al proyecto.
El éxito suele depender tanto del trabajo duro como de un poco de suerte.
Para alcanzar el éxito, a veces es necesario construir redes sólidas.
Tu éxito no debería definirse según los estándares de otras personas.
En algunas culturas, el éxito se mide por la riqueza material, mientras 
que en otras se trata de relaciones.

Expressing Dependency & Related Elements
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Verbs 

The plan should include both short-term and long-term goals.
Building a business involves taking calculated risks.
Hard work and perseverance are essential for lasting success.
Success often comes with sacrifices, such as spending less time with family.
Learning to live with uncertainty is a key part of taking risks.
She couldn’t imagine living without the support of her family.

include
involve
be essential
come with (negative)
live with (negative)
live without

VERBS:  To...

El plan debe incluir objetivos a corto y largo plazo.
Crear una empresa implica asumir riesgos calculados.
El trabajo duro y la perseverancia son esenciales para el éxito duradero.
El éxito suele conllevar sacrificios, como pasar menos tiempo con la familia.
Aprender a vivir con la incertidumbre es una parte clave de la toma de riesgos.
No podía imaginarse vivir sin el apoyo de su familia.

Expressing Dependency & Related Elements
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Figure out = averiguar, determinar
When you are young it can be difficult to firgure out what you really want to do in life.

Stand for = representar, creer, defender
Knowing what you stand for helps you focus on what’s important.

Set up = montar, organizar, crear
He’s working hard on setting up an IT consulting company.

Focus  on = enfocar en, centrarse en
He decided to focus on improving his skills instead of comparing himself to others.

Phrasal Verbs

Figure out = averiguar, determinar
Cuando eres joven puede ser difícil determinar lo que realmente quieres hacer en la vida.
Stand for = representar, creer, defender
Saber lo que defiendes te ayuda a concentrarte en lo que es importante.
Set up = montar, organizar, crear
Está trabajando duro para crear una empresa de consultoría informática.
Focus on = enfocar en, centrarse en
Decidió centrarse en mejorar sus habilidades en lugar de compararse con los demás.
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Take off = despegar, tener éxito
The renewable energy initiative has taken off in several states already. 

Keep on = seguir, seguir adelante
If you are able to adapt and keep on working in difficult times you will be successful.

Run into = encontrarse con
They ran into unexpected competition from a rival company but adjusted their strategy.

Phrasal Verbs

Take off = despegar, tener éxito
La iniciativa de energía renovable ya ha despegado en varios estados.

Keep on = seguir, seguir adelante
Si eres capaz de adaptarte y seguir trabajando en tiempos difíciles, tendrás éxito.

Run into = encontrarse con
Se encontraron con una competencia inesperada de una empresa rival, pero ajustaron su estrategia.
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Work around = superar
The team worked around the logistical challenges to deliver aid to remote areas.

Follow through = llevar hasta el final, cumplir, seguir adelante
It’s critical for elected officials to follow through on their campaign promises.

Give up = rendirse
The government promises to not give up on its mission to rebuild the communities after the flood.

Work out = funcionar, solucionar, salir al final
After months of negotiation, the merger finally worked out for both companies.

Phrasal Verbs

Work around = superar
El equipo superó los desafíos logísticos para entregar ayuda a áreas remotas.
Follow through =  llevar hasta el final, cumplir, seguir adelante
Es fundamental que los funcionarios electos cumplan con sus promesas de campaña.
Give up = rendirse
El gobierno promete no darse por vencido en su misión de reconstruir las comunidades después de la inundación.
Work out = funcionar, solucionar, salir al final
Después de meses de negociación, la fusión finalmente funcionó para ambas empresas.
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accomplish

Similar Verbs

reach

obtain

achieve

fulfill realize
?
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accomplish = the successful completion of a task or project with effort and planning.
                    She accomplished her goal of finishing the marathon. 

achieve = to successfully reach a desired goal or level through effort or skill.  
                    He achieved success in his business after years of hard work. 

reach = to arrive at a particular point, position or level of progress. (goals, milestones, age).
                    She reached her goal weight through exercise and diet.

obtain = to gain possession or control of something (tangible or formal) 
                    He obtained his degree after four years of study. 

fulfill = to satisfy an expectation or make an aspiration come true. 
                    She fulfilled her dream of becoming a doctor.

realize = to bring into reality something that was previously only and idea or aspiration.
                    He realized his childhood dream of becoming an artist.

Similar Verbs
Success & Ways of Living



Contribution and Impact

Types of Success

Growth and LearningPersonal Fulfillment

Traditional Success

Success & Ways of Living

Realización personal

Contribución e impacto

Crecimiento y aprendizaje

Éxito tradicional



Traditional Success

Types of Success

Involves career advancement,
financial wealth, or high social

status.

In cultures that value hard work,
achievement, and external

recognition

Achieved through setting and
accomplishing measurable goals,

often focused on work
performance, wealth accumulation,

or social influence.

Implica avance profesional, riqueza
financiera o alto estatus social.

En culturas que valoran el trabajo
duro, los logros y el reconocimiento

externo.

Se logra mediante el establecimiento y
el logro de objetivos mensurables, a
menudo centrados en el desempeño

laboral, la acumulación de riqueza o la
influencia social.
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Personal Fulfillment

Types of Success

Success as a personal journey
where fulfillment, happiness, and
mental well-being are prioritized.

More about personal satisfaction,
emotional resilience, and

contentment

Focused on personal fulfillment
might prioritize relationships,

creativity, and work-life balance

El éxito como un viaje personal en el
que se priorizan la realización personal,

la felicidad y el bienestar mental.

Más información sobre satisfacción
personal, resiliencia emocional y

satisfacción

Enfocarse en la realización personal
puede priorizar las relaciones, la
creatividad y el equilibrio entre el

trabajo y la vida personal
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Growth and Learning

Types of Success

Success defined as continuous self-
improvement and intellectual

growth

Includes lifelong learning, skill
development, and self-reflection

People with this view value
challenges and new experiences

as part of their success

El éxito se define como la superación
personal continua y el crecimiento

intelectual

Incluye el aprendizaje permanente, el
desarrollo de habilidades y la

autorreflexión

Las personas con esta visión valoran
los desafíos y las nuevas experiencias

como parte de su éxito
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Contribution and Impact

Types of Success

Success is defined by making a
positive impact, often through

community service, environmental
activism, or social entrepreneurship

Meaning in helping others, promoting
social justice, or protecting the

environment.

Achievements are seen as valuable
primarily for their potential to improve

others’ lives or society as a whole

El éxito se define como generar un
impacto positivo, a menudo a través
del servicio comunitario, el activismo

ambiental o el emprendimiento social.

Es decir, ayudar a los demás,
promover la justicia social o proteger

el medio ambiente.

Los logros se consideran valiosos
principalmente por su potencial para
mejorar la vida de los demás o de la

sociedad en su conjunto.
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Contribution and Impact

Types of Success

Growth and Learning
Personal Fulfillment

Traditional Success
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Different Ways of Living
Minimalist Lifestyle

Digital Nomadism

Family and
Community-Oriented 

Ecological and
Sustainable Living

Work-Centric and
Ambitious Living

Creative and
Artistic Lifestyle
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Different Ways of Living
Minimalist Lifestyle

Living with fewer possessions and
focusing on simplicity,

intentionality, and decluttering.

Aims to reduce material
dependence, financial burdens, and

environmental impact.

Associated with a pursuit of mental
clarity, freedom, and space for

meaningful experiences over
material accumulation.

Vivir con menos posesiones y
centrarse en la simplicidad, la

intencionalidad y la eliminación de lo
innecesario.

Tiene como objetivo reducir la
dependencia material, las cargas

financieras y el impacto ambiental.

Está asociado con la búsqueda de
claridad mental, libertad y espacio
para experiencias significativas en
lugar de la acumulación material.
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Different Ways of Living
Digital Nomadism

A lifestyle enabled by technology,
allowing people to work remotely
from different parts of the world.

Values flexibility, exploration, and
a non-traditional approach to work

and residency.

Suitable for people who enjoy
traveling, new cultures, and a

more fluid approach to life.

Un estilo de vida facilitado por la
tecnología, que permite a las personas

trabajar de forma remota desde
diferentes partes del mundo.

Valora la flexibilidad, la exploración y
un enfoque no tradicional del trabajo y

la residencia.

Adecuado para personas que disfrutan
de viajar, conocer nuevas culturas y un

enfoque más fluido de la vida.
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Different Ways of Living
Family and Community-Oriented Living

Prioritizes strong family ties,
community involvement, and

social relationships.

Success in this context is often
about nurturing deep connections,

mutual support, and a sense of
belonging.

Common in collectivist cultures and
among those who value stability

and social cohesion

Prioriza los lazos familiares fuertes, la
participación comunitaria y las

relaciones sociales.

El éxito en este contexto suele
depender de fomentar conexiones

profundas, apoyo mutuo y un sentido
de pertenencia.

Es común en culturas colectivistas y
entre quienes valoran la estabilidad y

la cohesión social.
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Different Ways of Living
Ecological and Sustainable Living

Aims to reduce environmental
impact through sustainable

practices, such as organic farming,
solar energy use, and recycling.

Some people live in eco-
communities or off-grid to

minimize their carbon footprint.

Prioritizes harmony with nature,
conservation, and ethical

responsibility.

Su objetivo es reducir el impacto
ambiental mediante prácticas

sostenibles, como la agricultura orgánica,
el uso de energía solar y el reciclaje.

Algunas personas viven en
ecocomunidades o fuera de la red

eléctrica para minimizar su huella de
carbono.

Prioriza la armonía con la naturaleza, la
conservación y la responsabilidad ética.
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Different Ways of Living
Work-Centric and Ambitious Living

Focused heavily on career
advancement, achievements, and

professional success.

Often found in urban areas and
competitive industries.

Success is measured in
promotions, recognition, or
entrepreneurial milestones.

Se centra principalmente en el avance
profesional, los logros y el éxito

profesional.

Se suele encontrar en zonas urbanas
e industrias competitivas.

El éxito se mide en promociones,
reconocimientos o hitos

empresariales.
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Different Ways of Living
Creative and Artistic Lifestyle

Driven by a passion for creativity,
expression, and innovation.

Many artists, writers, musicians, and
creatives prioritize their work or art

over traditional metrics of
success.

This lifestyle can be deeply fulfilling
but may come with financial

instability.

Impulsados ​​por la pasión por la
creatividad, la expresión y la innovación.

Muchos artistas, escritores, músicos y
creativos priorizan su trabajo o arte por
sobre las métricas tradicionales de éxito.

Este estilo de vida puede ser
profundamente gratificante, pero puede

conllevar inestabilidad financiera.
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Sink or swim
Reach for the stars
The sky’s the limit
Go the extra mile
Come out on top

‘I made it!’
‘I did it!’

Idioms & Expressions

Hundirse o nadar
Alcanzar las estrellas
El cielo es el límite
Ir más allá
Realizarlo con éxito
"¡Lo logré!"
"¡Lo logré!"

SUCCESS

Success & Ways of Living

NOT: I got it!!



To each his own
Live and let live

Different strokes for different folks
Whatever floats your boat

Go with the flow
Live life to the fullest

The grass is always greener on the other side
Be true to yourself

Idioms & Expressions

Sobre gustos no hay nada escrito.
Vive y deja vivir
Para gustos están los colores
Cada loco con su tema
Déjate llevar
Vive la vida al máximo
Siempre queremos lo que no tenemos.
Sé fiel a ti mismo

WAYS OF LIVING
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1. Discipline
2. Persistence (Without Exception)
3. Influence
4. Coaching
5. Having a Personal Mission Statement
6. Belief
7. Goal Setting
Remember: Success Is a Process

1. Disciplina
2. Persistencia (sin excepción)
3. Influencia
4. Coaching
5. Tener una declaración de misión personal
6. Creencia
7. Establecer metas
Recuerde: el éxito es un proceso

7 Keys to Living a Successful Life
Success & Ways of Living

Source:  https://andyandrews.com



"Great things never
come from comfort

zones."  

— Anonymous

"Las grandes cosas nunca
surgen de las zonas de

confort."
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“Don’t wait for
opportunity,

create it.” 

— George Bernard
Shaw

“No esperes la
oportunidad, créala.”
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"Success is the sum of
small efforts, repeated

day-in and day-out."

— Robert Collier

"El éxito es la suma de
pequeños esfuerzos, repetidos

día tras día."
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"When you feel like
quitting, remember why

you started." 

— Anonymous

"Cuando sientas ganas de
rendirte, recuerda por qué

empezaste.”
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“Whether you
think you can or
think you can’t,
you’re right.” 

— Henry Ford

“Tanto si crees que puedes
como si crees que no

puedes, tienes razón.”

Success & Ways of Living



Grammar 
Focus: Prasal Verbs



What is a phrasal verb?

Phrasal Verbs!!!

A veces es mejor terminar con esas cosas de una vez.



What is a phrasal verb?

Phrasal Verbs!!!



Why do 
phrasal verbs 
have to exist?!

Why can't we 
simply 

leave them out?

Phrasal Verbs!!!



Important things to know...

Phrasal Verbs!!!



Important things to know...

1) You have them in Spanish!

preguntar sobre = informarse
salir adelante = progresar

quedarse atras = no avanzar
pasar por/sobre = pasar por alto 

llevar a cabo = realizar 

Phrasal Verbs!!!



Important things to know...

2) You already know and use phrasal verbs 
without realizing it!

Phrasal Verbs!!!



Phrasal Verbs!!!

shut up
back up pick up

wake up!
turn off

turn
 on

sit down

put on

take off
go back 

get on

10,000+!



Phrasal Verbs!!!



Important things to know...

3) Native English speakers have no idea they exist!!

Phrasal Verbs!!!



Important things to know...

4) Best way to learn them is in context ... just like all
other verbs, vocabulary and expressions!

Phrasal Verbs!!!

...but this takes time.



Important things to know...

5) You can learn some tricks and associations 
and ways we think!

Phrasal Verbs!!!



OLD ENGLISH / GERMANIC
INFLUENCE

FRENCH/ LATIN
INFLUENCE: 

EARLY MODERN
INFLUENCE:

MODERN INFLUENCE: 

BRIEF HISTORY
Prefixes:  baernan (to burn)
forbaernan (to burn up) .....  forbrecan (break up)

High-status, formal verbs: destroy (détruire).
Phrasal verb form was less formal.

16th century-  the use 'blew up' (exploded).... 5744 phrasal
verbs documented in Shakespear's works!!!

Practical & creative evolution; 3-part phrasal verbs like
'put up with' (tolerate) and 'do away with' (abolish)

Phrasal Verbs!!!



Literal / Physical (Transparent)
put + on

She put on her coat before leaving.

carry + out
They carried out the sofa from the apartment.

send + back 
He sent back the Amazon package because it was damaged. 

hang + up
He enjoyed the conversation so much that 

he didn't want to hang up.  

TYPES of Phrasal Verbs!!!



Literal / Physical (Transparent)
put + on

She put on her coat before leaving.

carry + out
They carried out the sofa from the apartment.

send + back 
He sent back the Amazon package because it was damaged. 

hang + up
He enjoyed the conversation so much that 

he didn't want to hang up.  

TYPES of Phrasal Verbs!!!



Figurative (Idiomatic)
put + on

She is a drama queen and always puts on an act. 
Ella es una reina del drama y siempre actúa.

carry + out
He carried out his duties with great profesionalism.

Desempeñó sus funciones con gran profesionalismo.
look + up

If you don't know a defnition you can look it up on Google in
seconds. 

Si no conoces una definición, puede buscarla en Google en
segundos.

TYPES of Phrasal Verbs!!!



More formal (Latin origin) verbs can be replaced:
Call off – cancel

Come up with – invent
Cut down on – reduce

Find out – discover
Give up – stop/surrender

Leave out – omit
Pass on – transmit

Put back/off – postpone
Put up with – tolerate

Set up – arrange
Turn down – reject

Work out – calculate

Phrasal Verbs!!!



Phrasal Verb FORM

Separable

He took off his jacket.
He took his jacket off.
He took it off.
He took off it. 



INseparable

The plane took off.
He has grown up a lot.
Her car broke down.

Phrasal Verb FORM



PREPOSITIONS

by VS  through

off VS away
in VS on

out VS off

on VS over ?

? ?

?



UP
 

= to a higher level, more completely, upward direction

speak vs speak up = speak louder
clean vs clean up = clean, pick up and put things away
use vs use up = use completely
buy vs buy up = buy all of the supply
fill vs fill up = fill to the top level
set vs set up = assemble or arrange
clear vs clear up = eliminate confusion
pick vs pick up = grab and lift; learn new info & skills

Phrasal Verbs!!!

Preposition ASSOCIATION tendencies



OUT
 

=  toward final result / completely

turn vs turn out = to result a certain way, produce, turn off lights
fill vs fill out = complete an application
burn vs burn out = burn completely, become overly stressed
sold vs sold out = sell all of something
move vs move out = completely leave a house or area
run vs run out (of) = result of using something until there is no more

Phrasal Verbs!!!

Preposition ASSOCIATION tendencies



ON
 

Preposition ASSOCIATION tendencies
=  point of effort, continuing
   

work vs work on = point of effort, influence
focus vs on = point of focus
build vs build on = point of focus, add to previous building
 …. 
go vs go on = continue ‘going’ (moving, talking, etc.)
play vs play on = continue playing
keep vs keep on = continue doing something
hold vs hold on = continue holding or for support, wait, endure 
hang vs hang on = continue holding/hanging for support, wait, endure 
carry vs carry on = continue moving, doing something

Phrasal Verbs!!!



THROUGH
 

=  in detail, pass the process, over a longer time

go vs go through = review something in detail, experience 
                                     a (difficult) period of time
get vs get through = manage or survive an experience (usually 
                                         difficult)
put vs put through = connect a phone call, make experience 
                                          something, manage the processing, 
talk vs talk through = talk in detail about a problem towards 
                                           a solution 
 

Phrasal Verbs!!!

Preposition ASSOCIATION tendencies



Natural Combos!

come back (here), go back (there)
break down, fix up (cars, machines, systems)

get in (to), get out (of) (car, small boat, space with difficulty)
get on (to) / get off (of) (bus, train, plane, horse)

look over, look through (documents, reports, operations)
hand/turn in, hand/send back (assignments, reports, forms) 

Phrasal Verbs!!!



Natural Combos!
open up, close down (shop, business, emotionally)

pick up, drop off (someone + place)
put in, take out (money in the bank)

put together, take apart (model, Legos, machine)
put up, take down (picture, decorations)

Phrasal Verbs!!!



Natural Combos!
set up, take/tear down (stage, stand)

speed up, slow down (car, processes, relationships)
turn on, turn off (lights, electronics)

turn up, turn down (volume, heat, air conditioning)
fall behind, catch up, get ahead, stay ahead (races, studies, work)

Phrasal Verbs!!!



COMMON ERRORS 
&

CONFUSION !!



That reminded me of what we were talking earlier. 
That reminded me of what we were talking ABOUT earlier.

I usually go out of work at 6pm.
I usually GET OFF work at 6pm.
I usually LEAVE work at 6pm. 

Common ERRORS!
BE

CAREFUL! NOT USING ONE, OR THE RIGHT ONE:



I look forward to hear from you soon.
I look forward to hearing from you soon.

The doctor turned out being the killer.
The doctor turned out to be the killer. 

Common ERRORS!
BE

CAREFUL! MIXING UP 'ING' vs 'TO'



After using the tools, we put away them.
After using the tools, we put them away.

If you need to know the definition of a new word, look up it. 
If you need to know the definition of a new word, look it up.

Common ERRORS!
BE

CAREFUL! MISPLACING THE PRONOUN:



Precise Pronunciation: 



Precise Pronunciation: 



Precise Pronunciation: 



Precise Pronunciation: 



CONFUSION!

Me: Oh, you mean 'pAInts'. I understand now. I thought
you meant pints as in beer or pines like the tree.

Me: What company do you work for? 

Employee: I work in a pine factory. Pines water, solvent
pines. I was working there 40 years ago. 

Me: I'm sorry what kind of company is it?
Employee: Pints, metal and wood. 
Me: Pines or pints? What do you make again?
Employee: Pints. 

Employee: Sorry, my ass scent is very poor.  (accent)

PRONUNCIATION 



RULE#4: Pronounce double consonants as a single letter
Words that have double ll, ss, ff, rr, pp, zz, dd and cc are all pronounced
as if they are singular such as the words “fuzz,” “occur,” or “fluff.”

EXCEPTIONS: CC as 'KS'CC words as 'K': 
accent, success, accident, access,
accelerate, accept, accessory,
eccentric, vaccine 

account, accuse,
broccoli, impeccable,
occasion, occupy,
tobacco

10 TENDENCIES !
PRONUNCIATION 



Precise Pronunciation: 
Tricky words!
...words with 

double ‘c’
!



Precise Pronunciation: 

If you want to improve your
accent and accomplish

having acceptable
pronunciation, success is

possible!  
You need to be accurate and

succinct according to the
rules! 

Tricky words!



Precise Pronunciation: 

acclimatize
accommodation
accomplish
accordingly 
account
accounting
accredited
accuracy
accuse

DOUBLE LETTERS SOUND THE SAME
‘CC’ = K

impeccable
occupation
occupy
occur
preoccupied
tobacco 
zucchini

‘CC’:



Precise Pronunciation: 

accent
accentuate
accelerate
accept
accepted
access
accessory
accident
accidental

EXCEPTION TO THE RULE:
BEFORE ‘e’, ‘i’

CC = KS
eccentric
occipital
success
successor
succinct
unacceptable
vaccine

‘CC’:



Precise Pronunciation: 
Pronounce the tricky words properly:

If you want to improve your
accent and accomplish

having acceptable
pronunciation, success is

possible!  
You need to be accurate and

succinct according to the
rules! 



SENTENCE STRESS!
We are not familiar with this new computer program.

I’ve never heard of it before, but it makes sense.

content words function words
nouns, verbs, negatives,

cuantifiers, question
words, some auxiliary

verbs

articles, prepositions,
pronouns, conjunctions,

be, common auxiliary
verbs



AFFIRMATIVE
He can go.

They can do it.
You can ask them.

AFF. vs NEG. STRESS!

NEGATIVE

He c-n GO.
They c-n DO it.
You c-n ASK them.

He can't go.
They can't do it.
You can't ask them.

He CAn't go.
They CAn't do it.

You CAn't ask them.



Consonant to Vowel
turn off =  tur noff
a bit of egg =  a bita vegg 

Vowel to Vowel

Consonant to Consonant
Spanish ships =  Spaniships
She was sleeping =  she wasleeping

Who is he =  Who Wisee
too often =  too Wofen 

the end = the Yend
she asked = she Yasked

LINKING SOUNDS:

picked it up =  pick ti tup



PAST 
1. I like it a lot. 
2. They work until 7pm. 
3. We stop it early.
4. We dance all night. 
5. They seem upset. 

LINKING SOUNDS:

PRESENT 
1. I liked it a lot. 
2. They worked until 7pm. 
3. We stopped it early. 
4.  We danced all night. 
5. They seemed upset. 

'LINKING 'ed' IN PAST 



Did you = [didcha]
Do you = [duya]
Going to = [gunna]
Want to = [wanna]
Could have = [cudda]

CAREFUL with native pronunciation!

NATIVE SOUNDS:

Did you do it?
Do you know who it is?
Are we going to go?
Do they want to join us?
We could've gone.



SENTENCE STRESS!
PRONUCIATION 

I’ll go to the conference next Thursday =  your future plans. 

When you want to emphasize...

I’ll go to the conference next Thursday.  (me, not Alicia)
I’ll go to the conference next Thursday.  (not to the concert)
I’ll go to the conference next Thursday.  (not this Thursday)
I’ll go to the conference next Thursday.  (not next Wednesday)



SENTENCE STRESS!
PRONUCIATION 

I’ll go to the conference next Thursday =  your future plans. 

When you want to emphasize...

I’LL go to the conference next Thursday.  (me, not Alicia)
I’ll go to the CONference next Thursday.  (not to the concert)
I’ll go to the conference NEXT Thursday.  (not this Thursday)
I’ll go to the conference next THURSday.  (not next Wednesday)



SENTENCE STRESS!
PRONUCIATION 

There was a young lady from Niger,
Who smiled as she rode on a tiger.
After the ride
She was inside,
And the smile on the face of the tiger.

Irish Limerick:



SENTENCE STRESS!

There was a young lady from Niger,
Who smiled as she rode on a tiger.
After the ride
She was inside,
And the smile on the face of the tiger.

Irish Limerick:



False Friends 



False Friends 



False Friends 

=
CONFUSION!!



False 
Friends success

Definition:
the achieving of the

results wanted or
hoped for

Correct word:

EX:   In politics he and his
family have had a lot of

success.

(1)éxito

False equivalent:

Spanish word:

exit 
= una salida de un edificio

o carretera 

Err﻿or:  In politics he and his
family have had a lot of

exit.



False 
Friends 

exciting 

Definition:

Correct word:

Ex:  It was a very 
exciting game.  

to make someone have
strong feelings of

happiness and
enthusiasm

(2)
emoncionante

False equivalent:

Spanish word:

emotional  
=  las emociones hace
que una persona se

siente sensible 

Error:  It was a very
emotional game. 



False 
Friends stand something

Definition:

Correct word:

to tolerate something

(3)

EX:   When people go very
slow on the highway, 

I can’t stand it.

EX:   I don’t support the idea 
of lowering the speed limit on

the highways.

soportar

False equivalent:

Spanish word:

support
= appoyar a alguien o una

idea/causa

Err﻿or:  When people go very
slow on the highway, I don’t

support it



Discussion Questions 
How do you 

define success?  



Discussion Questions 

Can you ask 
and answer 

these questions? ...



Discussion Questions 
How do you personally define success? Is it about wealth, happiness, or something else?
Do you believe success is more about talent or hard work? Why?
Who is the most successful person you know or admire? What makes them successful?
Can someone be considered successful if they aren’t happy? Why or why not?
Is failure necessary for success? Can people succeed without experiencing setbacks?
How important is financial success compared to emotional or spiritual fulfillment?
What is your ideal way of living, and how does it compare to your current lifestyle?
How do cultural differences influence people’s ideas about the best way to live?
Do you think living a simple life is better than chasing big ambitions? Why or why not?
How do modern technologies and social media impact the way we live and our pursuit of
success?



How do you personally define
success? Is it about wealth,

happiness, or something else?  

¿Cómo define usted personalmente el éxito?
¿Tiene que ver con la riqueza, la felicidad o

con algo más?

Success & Ways of Living



Who is the most successful
person you know or

admire? What makes them
successful?  

¿Quién es la persona más exitosa que
conoces o admiras? ¿Qué la hace exitosa?.

Success & Ways of Living



Is failure necessary for
success? Can people

succeed without
experiencing setbacks?

 

¿Es necesario el fracaso para el
éxito? ¿Pueden las personas

triunfar sin sufrir contratiempos?

Success & Ways of Living



What is your ideal way of
living, and how does it

compare to your current
lifestyle? 

 

¿Cuál es tu estilo de vida ideal y
cómo se compara con tu estilo de

vida actual?

Success & Ways of Living



Do you think living a simple
life is better than chasing

big ambitions? Why or why
not?

¿Crees que vivir una vida sencilla es
mejor que perseguir grandes

ambiciones? ¿Por qué sí o por qué no?

Success & Ways of Living



Q & A
session



Success & Ways of Living



Success & Ways of Living



Success & Ways of Living



Success & Ways of Living



Success & Ways of Living



Success & Ways of Living



Success & Ways of Living



I always work with a goal,
and the goal is to improve
as a player and as a person

- Rafael Nadal





“Work hard, be kind, 
and amazing things

will happen.” 
– Conan O’Brien



Have 

Dedicate time 
Work hard 

Focus
Practice 



Have 

Dedicate time 
Work hard 

Focus
Practice 



ThankThankThank
you!you!you!

Brian BollesBrian BollesBrian Bolles


