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prepositions
a r e j o i n i n g w o r d s



about | a f t er | aga ins t | as | a t
be tween | beyond | by | dur ing
f or | f rom | in | into | o f | on
out o f | over | through | to | up
under | wi th | wi thout | unt i l . . .



t ime
-periods of time
-years, decades, centuries...
-seasons
-months and weeks
-parts of the day

in
on
at

-in the past, in the present...
-in 1992, in the 80s, in the 21st century...
-in (the) summer, in (the) winter...
-in May, in a few weeks, in a couple of months...
-in the morning, in the afternoon | at night
-in time



-dates*
-holidays with "day"
-days of the week

-on the 13th, on May 20th, on the 20th of May, on my birthday...
-on Christmas Day, on Easter Sunday...
-on Saturday, on Thursday morning...
-on time

US: month + day + year | May 13th, 2021 | My b-day is (on) May 13th.
UK: day + month + year | 13th May, 2021 | My b-day is (on) the 13th of May

t imein
on
at



-specific times
-holidays without "day"

-at 5 pm, at lunchtime, at the moment...
-at Christmas, at Easter...
-at night

t imein
on
at



place
-countries, cities, neighborhoods, areas...
-enclosed spaces
-groups of people
-books and newspapers

-in Spain, in Madrid, in Malasaña...
-in my car, in a taxi, in her house...
-in the finance team | on the board
-in The Times, in the dictionary, in the
e-mail...

in
on
at

These two prepositions show movement: into (into the washing machine) | out of (out of the purse)



place
-streets, roads, avenues...
-surfaces | also floors of buildings
-public transport
-communication and media
(electronic)

-on Orense, on A1...
-on the desk, on the roof, on the 5th floor...
-on the train, on the plane, on the bus...
-on the internet, on TV, on Instagram,
on the phone...

in
on
at



place
-specific locations
-address
-shops
-groups of activities
-home, work and places of study
-top, bottom, end, start
-sitting at a surface

-at the museum, at McDonald's...
-at 52 Castellana...
-at the bakery, at the coffee shop...
-at the concert, at the conference...
-at home, at work, at university...
-at the top of the page, at the end of the story...
-I'm at my desk | my books are on my desk

in
on
at



place and t ime
-next to, near
-no later than

-by the school
-by 2 pm

by



in line

in charge in love

col locat ions | in

in the darkin trouble

in essence in theory 
in practice in a row



on 
good/bad 

terms

on sale on my 
own on conditionon purpose

on behalf on fire on board

col locat ions | on



at all costs at once at timesat last

col locat ions | a t



for better 
or worse

for sale for ages for instancefor good
for real

for a change for sure for life

col locat ions | for



P O L L

T I M E



73 Q's with Sarah Jessica Parker



for about to

into in on 

of with up

-come in
-plan on
-think of
-pick someone up
-in vain
-in person
-get on
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